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from some source or other with the minimum sum CHAP.
which in their opinion was necessary for the peace
and security of a quarter of mankind. In actual
practice no real change in the distribution of
responsibility would have been made. This system
would not work except upon the assumption that
the final responsibility still rested with the parlia-
ment answerable to the taxpayers of the British
Isles.

The particular objection examined in this chapter Such pro-
is not the only feature which renders proposals of

this nature unworkable.    But it is of its nature so cann(?t

pass the

fatal to all such proposals that it is quite unneces- practical
sary to explore them further.     On this  ground they
alone Imperial ministers are certain to refuse, as
Mr. Asquith refused, to  recommend  changes of
this nature to the electorate to which they are now
responsible.    They could not do otherwise without
proving themselves unfit for the charge which that
electorate has laid upon them.